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This is a great demonstration of the extent to which we use nonverbal communication to understand one another. Stand in front of class and go through each of these gestures, asking students to call out what the message is behind each gesture.  It’s a great opportunity to discuss cultural differences in meanings, by using examples such as pointing, thumbs-up, horn gesture, okay, and the fig (thumb between 1st and 2nd fingers), and the range of rude hand gestures (fingers all together, middle finger, reversed peace sign, forearm jerk). There are some good youtube clips demonstrating variations, if you want to look further. I add to this list every year.
A good clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxuIl88oL40



OKAY						
COME HERE (BOTH HANDS VERSUS FLICK 	HANDS)  (VS COME HITHER GESTURE)
HI, IN SHORT PERFUNCTORY 2-FINGER WAVE VS WAVING HAND WILDLY
STOP
COMME-CI, COMME-CA
LITTLE         
WAG LITTLE FINGER (need to pee)
SHHHH
FIST/GRRR
ENOUGH
GUN TO HEAD
GUN TO PERSON
THEY ARE CRAZY!
CROSSED FINGERS
MONEY, EXPENSIVE (RUB THUMB & FOREFINGER)
THUMBS UP


THUMBS DOWN
RUB HANDS TOGETHER (GLEE) (OR COLD)
CLAP (FAST VERSUS VERY SLOWLY)
WANNA HUG (COME GET A HUG)
HANDS TO FACE (OH NO)
YOU, YOU, AND YOU
FLICK
STAND UP!
SIT UP!
ROUND ABOUT WAY
WAVY, GOING ALONG WITH IT
DIBBLE, DIBBLE (RAIN)
OVER THERE
BACK BEHIND ME
NO, NO, NO (SHAKE FINGER)
CLEVER OR THINKING!  (TAP FOREHEAD SIDE VS FRONT)
FURY (FURLED FINGERS, SHAKING)
PRAISE THE LORD!
WHOOP-DI-DO (FINGER CIRCLE WITH HEAD SHAKE)
I HAVE NOTHING
I LOVE YOU (THREE FINGERS)

HANDS ON HIPS						EYE TO EYE
THUMB TO LIPS (NYAH, NYAH, NYAH…)			PAT HEART (THAT’S ADORABLE)
VARIATIONS OF WAVING GOODBYE			FINGERS TO LIPS (KISS; MWAH!)
PEE-EWW!						HANG LOOSE (LITTLE & THUMB), ADD INDEX (I
							LOVE YOU)
LOSER!	
WE SEE EYE TO EYE					VULCAN SALUTE
HIGH FIVE						NUMBER ONE
WHOA.							ME PLEASE!  (HAND UP LIKE AT SCHOOL)
SOMEONE WILL GET A BEATING				HITCH HIKING
(PUNCH ONE FIST INTO OTHER PALM)
MAKE HEART SHAPE WITH THUMBS & FOREFINGERS	VICTORY/PEACE
SIGN OF CHOKING (HANDS AROUND THROAT)		GOOD LUCK (CROSSED FINGERS, BOTH HANDS)
